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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 25, 2008 
 
NC Health and Wellness Trust Fund awards $1.4 million in 
grant funding to reduce tobacco use among NC college 
students 
 
Raleigh, NC – The NC Health and Wellness Trust Fund (HWTF) is awarding more than $1.4 
million in grant funding for Phase II of its Tobacco-Free Colleges Initiative to combat tobacco use 
among students in the state’s colleges, universities and community colleges. Grant awards range 
from $45,000 to $275,000 for a 30-month period that began January 1, 2008.   
 
“Too many of our young people are smoking in college and are exposed to second-hand smoke on 
campus,” said Lt. Governor Bev Perdue, HWTF chair.  “We must raise awareness about the 
dangers tobacco poses to our health, lower use by emphasizing prevention and help current 
smokers to quit.”   
 
Tobacco use has been identified as the number one preventable cause of premature death and 
disease in the country.  While teen tobacco use has been declining in North Carolina over the past 
decade, smoking among 18-24 year olds has increased steadily.  Over a quarter (28%) of 18-24 
year-old North Carolinians smoke, representing the highest smoking rate across all age groups in 
our state.  
 
The Tobacco Free Colleges Initiative has been expanded in this second phase to provide 
assistance to all NC campuses in adopting and implementing comprehensive, campus-wide 
tobacco use policies. This program will be similar to HWTF’s highly successful 100% Tobacco Free 
Schools Initiative, which worked with all 115 school districts to create 100% Tobacco Free School 
policies. As a result of this effort, all of the state’s 115 school districts will pass and implement 
100% Tobacco Free School policies by August 2008. 
 
The HWTF-funded Tobacco-Free Colleges Initiative became operational in January 2006, and in 
Phase I awarded grants to 20 organizations working with 58 college campuses in North Carolina.  
A recently released report issued by the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill concluded that 
the initiative was successful in its first year with policy gains, new campus coalitions, increased 
QuitlineNC promotions to young adults and strong support from college officials.     
 
Each grant recipient will work on college and university campuses to prevent the initiation of 
tobacco use, promote tobacco use cessation, and eliminate tobacco-related health disparities 
among college students ages 18-24. In addition, funds may be used to eliminate exposure to 
second hand tobacco smoke on college and community colleges campuses. 
 
The full list of grant awards can be viewed at 
http://www.healthwellnc.com/hwtfc/pdffiles/GranteeList-TFCollegesII.pdf. 
 
 

- MORE -  

 
Contact: 
Barbara Moeykens 
NC Health and Wellness Trust Fund 
919-855-6881 
Barbara.Moeykens@ncmail.net 
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About the NC Health and Wellness Trust Fund 
The NC Health and Wellness Trust Fund makes North Carolina stronger, both physically and 
economically, by funding programs that promote preventive health. Created by the General 
Assembly in 2000 to allocate a portion of North Carolina's share of the national tobacco settlement, 
HWTF has invested $143 million to support preventive health initiatives and $102 million to fund 
prescription drug assistance programs. For more information, please visit www.HealthWellNC.com. 

 
### 

 
All grant recipients are listed by name, amount awarded, and campuses served in the table on the attached pages. 
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